Francis A. Allen* My first encounter with Terry Sandalow occurred in a classroom at the University of Chicago in the fall of 1956. I had just joined that fac ulty, and Terry, a third-year student, was a member of my class in con stitutional law. Early in the course I called on Terry to state the case that was the subject of the morning's discussion. He replied that he had not been able to read the assignment prior to class. The response did not come as a complete surprise since I was dimly aware that he was a member of the law review staff and very much aware of the mal formation of law review culture that dictates a loss of face of any aco lyte who reveals that he or she has had time to read a class assignment.
The discussion had proceeded for a few minutes without Terry's par ticipation when I observed his hand in the air. Perhaps it was curiosity that led me to admit him to the conversation despite his defalcation. If so, it was well rewarded. Terry made a cogent observation on one of the issues of the case, and from that time became deeply involved in all that was said. By the end of the session he was the leading partici pant.
This incident (which I have related on prior occasions) I mention not simply to make the point that Terry is a charter member of my private Pantheon of ablest students observed in law school classrooms.
He is certainly that, but the story also throws light on his subsequent career. It demonstrates how early in his intellectual development his penetrating analytic intelligence revealed itself, how quickly he was able to identify the critical issues of even unfamiliar problems, and a kind of intellectual verve characteristic of those committed to a life of the mind.
At age twenty-two, Terry, however precocious, was not yet in full command of his powers. What is important about his subsequent de velopment is not so much the honing and enlarging of his talents for rational thought and discourse, although this undoubtedly occurred.
What is more important, I think, was the broadening of his knowledge and intellectual concerns. Rational powers can be focused narrowly or broadly. Terry, in his full maturity, has been able to widen the context of his thought and to appreciate the interconnections of circumstances Terry's commitments to rational discourse have been made in a time when rationality is under assault, not only in such fields as litera ture and the arts, but in legal writing as well. He has never insisted that all legal writing follow his own patterns. Legal thought, after all, is a house of many mansions. But his standards are very high, and he does insist that legal theory worthy of respect must possess intellectual integrity and conform to the canons of human reason. Terry, and a good many others, believe that in this "postmodern" era a consider able part of the output of the law reviews fails to meet these require ments and, accordingly, possesses little redeeming value. I believe that after perusing some contemporary publications Terry might ruefully assent to Joseph Stalin's observation that "paper will put up with any thing that is written on it." Although I have never heard Terry speak in quite these terms, he recognizes that the pursuit of reason is governed by an underlying mo rality. The morality in the first instance, of course, requires that reason be followed even when it leads to conclusions that challenge wide spread convictions and prejudices. For rational discourse to flourish in the universities, therefore, there must be unrestricted intellectual Watson's comments and drastically remodeled his classroom methods.
While an active member of the Michigan faculty, Terry's teaching was one of the Law School's major strengths. That the quality of his classes was recognized by the students is indicated in part by the flocking of the best students in the school to his course in federal jurisdiction.
When Terry took on the deanship of the school in 1978, I won dered how well he would tolerate the frustrations inevitable in such matters as dealing with the university bureaucracy. Somewhat to my surprise, he appeared to relish these problems, accepting them as challenges to his ingenuity. Shortly after taking office he brought about a reorganization of the internal administration of the school.
There were difficulties involved in achieving this goal, but there can be no doubt that the changes served the best interests of the school.
Rather than itemizing further the achievements of a productive dean ship it may be sufficient to say that the most important gains for the school from his deanship stemmed from his unremitting insistence that the school adhere to the highest intellectual standards. Although Terry left the dean's office a decade and a half ago, the benefits of that insistence are still being felt in the life of the school.
In his private life Terry enjoys the company of a wide and varied group of friends. He and his wife, Ina, both autonomous and highly in telligent people, have forged an impressive partnership. They have cultivated their relationships with their extended families and espe cially with their children and grandchildren. To some it may prove surprising to learn that Terry is good with small children. Like all wise grandfathers, he understands that when talking with a five-year-old, he must talk seriously, never patronize, and accept the assumptions that underlie the child's thought. If this is done, he will be rewarded with sometimes remarkable insights and a perspective on the world he had long forgotten. A story told of the late Austin W. Scott may illustrate the point. Professor Scott's young grandchild was staying overnight at his grandparents' home. After all in the household had retired the lit tle boy was heard wailing in his bedroom. Professor Scott rose, went to the child and asked why he was crying. The boy answered: "There's a monster in the closet and I'm scared." "Well," said the grandfather, "given your premise, your reaction seems perfectly reasonable." I have no doubt that if the private archives of the Sandalow family were open to public inspection, incidents would be revealed in which Terry is found pursuing the path of reason with his grandchildren in similar fashion.
